
 

 

Heathside School Curriculum Policy 
 

Introduction 

At Heathside, our aim is for our pupils to become independent learners, who are able to 
explore their ideas within a curriculum which is relevant and engaging. As well as wanting 
our pupils to “know things”, we also encourage them to weigh evidence, reflect on outcomes 
and apply their learning elsewhere.  

The school is non-selective and takes account of the ability of every pupil, ensuring that 
each is challenged and his/her talents are fostered. When pupils leave Heathside, we want 
them to be knowledgeable independent thinkers who are well-prepared for the next stage of 
their education and, going forwards, into their adult lives.  

Our Schemes of Work have been developed by subject coordinators. They enable the 
delivery of a creative curriculum which takes into account the ages, abilities and needs of all 
our pupils, including more able children, pupils on our SEND Register, pupils with Individual 
Education Plans, or those with other needs such as having English as an Additional 
Language or responsibilities as a young carer. 

The curriculum shadows the National Curriculum and offers a balanced range of subjects 
which allows pupils to acquire skills in: 

● English 
● Mathematics 
● Science 
● French 
● Art 
● Drama 
● Geography 
● History 
● Computing 
● Music 
● Physical Education 
● Personal, Social Health & Citizenship Education (PSHCE) 
● Religious Studies 
● Design & Technology 

Alongside the core curriculum, pupils are also able to benefit from a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities. 

At Heathside, we endeavour to bring the curriculum to life through cross-curricular, practical, 
real-life, fun and challenging activities that extend our pupils’ thinking and skills.   
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Extra-Curricular Activities 

Through our Physical Education curriculum, pupils are able to develop both physically and 
socially. All pupils participate in weekly games, and alongside this, there are regular sports 
fixtures. Those naturally interested in sports are encouraged and fostered to develop their 
sporting talents to a high level.  

The School Council develops leadership skills, teaches pupils about democratic processes 
and gives all pupils a voice in the running of the school. 

We have popular and well-attended clubs in Art, Design & Technology, Philosophy, Science, 
and Mathematics 

We also have a thriving Chess Club, which is run by external experts.  

At Heathside, we make as much use of the many resources around us as possible, to 
enhance our delivery of the curriculum. This includes regular visits to the school by external 
professionals, making much use of nearby Hampstead Heath, and frequent other off-site 
visits. 

Throughout the year, we also seek to emphasise particular topics and annual important 
events through: 

● PSHCE Kindness & Friendship Week 
● Science Week 
● Writing & Reading Week 
● Handwriting Week 
● World Book Day 
● Prose & Poetry Performance 
● Black History Month 
● Shakespeare Week 
● Maths Week 
● Sport Relief Week 

 

Homework / Independent Learning 

We view homework as an important aspect of our pupils’ learning and development. Our aim 
is to provide opportunities for pupils to think and work independently, away from the 
classroom, and to extend their knowledge. Homework also helps parents to have direct 
knowledge of their child’s learning. 

However, we do not seek to overburden our pupils with homework at the expense of family 
time; we believe the balance between study and home life is an important one which needs 
to be maintained. 
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Monitoring and Assessment of the Curriculum 

Teachers use a variety of methods to assess the progress of their pupils. Of course, at the 
most basic level, a primary assessment tool is the marking of pupils’ work and the feedback 
given, which seeks to praise pupils on their understanding of learning objectives, as well as 
providing guidance and encouragement about how things could be improved, and targets for 
future progress. The requirements for teachers’ marking can be found in our marking policy. 

Regular book scrutinies are conducted throughout the year, to ensure that all pupils are 
receiving appropriate and timely feedback and guidance on the work they have completed 
during lessons and at home. 

Alongside the day-to-day marking, all pupils are required to undertake some formal 
assessments during each year. For more information on this, please see the Assessment 
Policy.  

Our Schemes or Work are also assessed regularly, to ensure they are up-to-date, remain 
relevant and continue to be in line with any changes to the National Curriculum. All scrutiny 
of books / Schemes of Work is carried out by the most experienced members of our senior 
team. 

 

Values and Inclusivity in The Curriculum 

We actively seek to include fundamental values within our curriculum, including: 

● Democracy 
● The Rule of Law 
● Individual Liberty 
● Rights and Responsibilities 
● Respect  
● Tolerance 

It is our policy to respect those with different faiths or no faith. Throughout the year, we 
celebrate world events such as Christmas, Hanukkah, Eid, Diwali and Santa Lucia.  

Equally, pupils at Heathside can be confident that all similarities and differences in regard to 
fluidity of gender identity will be accepted, respected and celebrated.  
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Curriculum Policy – EYFS 

Play and Exploration  

The EYFS at Heathside has a play-based approach to learning and development. 
Well-planned and purposeful play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young 
children learn with enjoyment and challenge. Through play, children explore and develop 
learning experiences which help them make sense of the world. They develop thinking skills, 
independence and self-discipline. Children have opportunities to be creative, experiment and 
test ideas. 

Teaching and Learning  

Teaching and learning opportunities ensure children develop physically, linguistically, 
intellectually and emotionally. It builds on what children already know and can do and 
inspires a confident disposition to learning through meaningful, imaginative, challenging and 
enjoyable experiences. We value the development of the whole child and children at 
Heathside are highly resilient. Specialist Lessons include: Gymnastics, Yoga, French, Music, 
Swimming, P.E. and Forest School (from Upper Nursery) Extra-Curricular clubs include: 
Capoeira, Science, Chess, Art and Craft, Ballet, Dance, Creative Movement, Spanish and 
Mandarin. 

Planning the Curriculum 

The curriculum is planned around observations of children, their strengths, interests and 
needs, as well as the teachers’ understanding of what necessary skills will help each child to 
achieve their objectives. Indoor and outdoor play-based activities encourage child-initiated 
as well as adult-led activities. 

● We meet the varying needs of children through:  
● Planning opportunities that build on children’s knowledge and experience  
● Using a range of teaching and learning strategies based on children’s needs 
● Provide a stimulating environment to motivate children’s learning where the 

contribution of all children is valued 
● Use resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and 

stereotyping  
● Valuing the local community and environment as a source of learning opportunities  
● Using displays, resources and equipment that reflect the community in which the 

children live including role-play areas 
● Provide activities relating to a wide range of religious, ethnic and cultural celebrations 
● Planning challenging activities according to children’s level of development 
● Monitoring children’s progress and take appropriate action to support as necessary 
● Please also see school SEN Policy 
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Key Stage 1 and 2 - The Cornerstones Curriculum 

Here at Heathside we are using the “Cornerstones” on-line curriculum resource that gives a 
broad and balanced, knowledge and skills-based curriculum that enables teachers to plan 
efficiently and identify any gaps in the national curriculum coverage. 

Every project features a weekly plan that develops over the course of a week. Each lesson is 
linked to an essential skill and the national curriculum programme of study. The resources 
available to teachers include videos, presentations, reading texts, picture cards, and display 
banners, amongst other things.  

 Additionally, literacy is integral to all the topics covered, giving children the opportunity to 
use their reading, writing and language skills across the curriculum.  

 

Subjects in the Cornerstones Curriculum 

The areas of the curriculum that are covered are: 

● Geography 
● History 
● PSHE 
● Science 

● Computing 
● Design and Technology 

There are also additional links with subjects that are taught discretely at Heathside: 

● Art and Design 
● English 
● Maths 
● Music 

● PE 

 

 

The Cornerstones Learning Pathway 

Engage 
● Set the scene and provide the context for learning 
● Spark children’s curiosity using interesting starting points 

 
Develop 

● Teach facts and information for deeper understanding and knowledge  
● Demonstrate new skills and allow time for consolidation  

 
Innovate 

● Provide imaginative scenarios that encourage creative thinking  
● Enable children to apply previously learned skills  

 
Express 

● Provide environments for reflective talk 
● Create opportunities for shared evaluation 
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KS1 and 2 Maths  
 

KS 1 Maths  
 
Heathside follows the National Curriculum as a guideline and we use Year 2 and Year 3 learning 
outcomes from Hamilton Trust to challenge our more able students. The classwork and homework 
are differentiated for three abilities. The children work through written activities, maths problems 
and interactive whiteboard games for one hour per day. Once a week the pupils are tested on their 
mental arithmetic. 
 
KS2 Maths 
 
In years 4, 5, and 6 maths all areas of the national curriculum covering Number, Shape and Space, 
Data Handling, and Algebra are studied. Alongside covering the national curriculum, in preparation 
for the 11+ exams, materials from the Galore Park learning resources and questions taken from 
11+ papers are studied both in class and for homework. Online exercises are also carried out in 
preparation for the mathematical content of the online exams such as the CE Pretests.  
 
KS1 and 2 English 
 
KS1 English 
 

● Reading takes place every morning with each child 1:1 and set reading homework each 
day, specifically for each pupil, working from The Oxford Reading Tree scheme.  

● The spelling programme is a combination of the 2014 Curriculum Letters and Sounds and 
Alphablocks. Each week the pupils work through a list of differentiated words which will 
follow a pattern; dge sound, s:c sound, n:kn sound. These words throughout the week, 
ensuring the pupils can read, spell and write them correctly. 

● With handwriting emphasis is placed on the size and shape of letters being consistent and 
that all pupils develop legible and fluent handwriting.  

● The pupils will write their differentiated words into sentences to enable them to practice 
grammar and punctuation.  

 
 
KS2 English 
 

●  Children learn to change the way they speak and/or write to fit different situations, 
purposes and audiences.  

●  Children are exposed to a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. They are taught how to 
unpick these texts  to understand the features of each and the impact of language choices 
on a reader. 

● Grammatical terminology is embedded into writing lessons to enable children to understand 
these constructions in order to use them effectively in their own writing and to manipulate 
them to achieve a desired effect. 
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● Children continue to have a range of opportunities for cross curricular writing. English skills 
are developed across the curriculum so children can apply what they know in a variety of 
contexts. 

● Reading lessons offer children the opportunity to read a variety of texts, from modern to 
classical, and to confidently apply a range of reading strategies and comprehension skills. 

● Spelling lessons focus on teaching spelling rules to enable children to become confident 
spellers.  

● In handwriting lessons, children are taught to use continuous cursive, developing a fluent 
style 

  
 
 
Key Stage 3 and 4 – Learning Through Enquiry 

 
Ethos 
 
Whilst the Key Stage 3 and 4 national curricula are followed in the High School, with GCSEs being 
taken at the end of year 11, the style in which the curriculum is delivered is how the IB MYP is 
approached i.e. learning by questioning and discovery, rather than by rote. This will encourage 
pupils to foster a greater depth of understanding and enable them to use cross-curricular 
knowledge – realise that the skills they learnt in their Mathematics lessons can be used in their Art 
lessons. 
 
A Heathside High Learner 
 
Pupils in the High School will be encouraged to develop the following learning traits: 
 

● Impartial – Consider situations, whatever they may be, without prejudice 
● United – A strong belief in collaboration will help everyone’s learning 
● Caring – All members of Heathside will care about each other 
● Adventurous – Curiosity and a desire to try new things should always be encouraged 
● Brave – Never be afraid to take measured risks or make mistakes. Everyone can learn 

through their mistakes 
● Determined – In life, we don’t always succeed at the first attempt. We must be prepared to 

try again. 
● Challenging – We should always feel free to challenge ourselves and each other to gain a 

better understanding 
● Knowledgeable – we can apply our knowledge we have acquired across a range of 

disciplines and subjects 
 
13+ CE Curriculum and Senior School Scholarship 
 
Through years 7 and 8, alongside the National Curriculum we ensure that any pupils taking the 13+ 
exam are catered for. This will include practising past papers outside of lesson time and extra 
sessions with subject teachers to ensure that all of the 13+ CE syllabus is covered. The students 
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who will be taking senior school entrance exams at 13 (both CE and scholarship) are made 
members of the “Prometheans” who have a dedicated teacher assigned to the group to help lead 
them along the CE and scholarship pathway. 
 
 
Making GCSE Choices 
 
For the first term of Year 9 pupils get the chance to look at the different GCSE content from all of 
their subjects. In the second term they make their choices: alongside the core subjects, students 
choose one subject from each of the three option blocks  
 
Core Subjects: Mathematics, Double Science, English Literature, English Language 
 

Option A Option B Option C 

Geography French Drama 

Spanish History Design Technology 

Religious Studies Latin Physical Education 

Music Art  
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